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A BLESSED 


ESTATE IN 
THILS mga 


O——— cd; Thou haſt | 
4 name that 1 hou lineft, but art 
dead,may be cruly f poken of the 
greater ſorc of nor-counterfeit 
ProfciTors of the Faith in our 
time:for 1t1s cleare by the Text, 


RR 
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| 


7) 

$| Lord lets Ivar 
Heaven writ vn- |. 
to the Church of | 


| 


that thrs is not ſpoken of hypo-| 
crites, Who are ſtarke dead, but} 


of | 


Rey. 3.1. 


p 54) 
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| Many drow 
| fieprofeſ- 
ſors, 

| 
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EXE ai = 
of ſuch who having ſomelife 
remaining inthem,arein ade 
ſleepe: for rhe of whom | 


| keepevp aname of Chriſtian 
te, both in the exerciles of Reli 
$196, 00 in their outward be: 
aviour, (chough 1n both her: 
| be much fayling, ) butin ver 
truth chere 1s buca httle life 0 
faith and louc 1n all their Pro- 
tcſſhon,as may appaere 1n ther 


| 
| drowſie hearing of the Word, 


in the allurance of theirſaluat 


 cold- and vnconitortable pray- 
ers, 1n their wandering and: 


| and vnfruitfullrecciving of the 
| Sactaments,and much more 1n- 
| their abuſe and negle& of the 
| {lecrert exerciſes of Prayer, rex 
; ding, and meditation by them-! 
1{clues, and conference with 0-| 
thers, ſcjdome deepely beway-| 
ling char eſtare, leife rejoycing| 


on by Chriſt,as{eldomedeliglt| 
ting 1a God, with azeale co {et 


forth his glorie 1n every part of 
| thei 


ſpeake, take good paines ty” 


— 4 0” 


———_ 
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ee. _A<aAG 


© bleſſed eftate in this ife. 


| 


|chere are with vs, ( as in the 


| g 
| mnts,that is, doe live vnrebu- 


| kably, and walke worthy their 


| 


| holy calling, having aſweerfee- | 


{ 


| This 1s chat blelled eſtateto be 


their life. | 
: Thoughthis bee the ſtate of 
the greater part of thoſe thar 
have ſome truth of grace in 
chem, yet may we ſay again,that 


. - 
e 


1 


Church of Sardis ) a few names 
that hane wot defiled their gar- 


ling of Gods favour vato them, 
and fo.can boldly come vnto 
him in time of need, with allu- 


| 


ſpect them, their prayers, and 


|vnfejgned obedience;who like- | 
wie doe more delight chem: | 


ſelues in God, then in all earth- | 
ly things, accounting it their 
greateſt gricſe to ottend him, 
and greatelt 1oy-to pleale hum; 
polleſſing their ſoules with con. 
hdence and paricnce- in their | 
greateſt trialls, looking for the 
appearing of Chriſt, 
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- : | 
rance thathe doth graciouſlyre-: 


1n- 
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| Whata 
bleed life, 
| here may 
de attained 


f 


j 
| 


 Debire by 
' Many,not 
attained, 


| How this 
| tained, 


| 1ntoyed in this life which God 
 hattfprepared, ( thoughin di- 
vers meafares ) for the fairkful, 
all which' may well be contai- 


| ned in this ſhort ientence of the 
| Pfaim:ft; Pal 37:4. Deitight thy | 
| /elfe in che Lyra, and he will gine 


| 


| thee thy bearts defire: which |] 
| doubtnort but all crue Chrifti- 
| ans { when they haue well con. 


| fidered it) would be glad to ar. 


{| raine vnto : Bur eicher chrough 
1gnorance ofthe way how to at- 


| tance 1t;or chrough negligence; 


NOT pucting in - practiſe what 


Jthey knaw : they ſpend many 


| years, Either ſecurely, or vn- 
| comforcably, ſeldome attainin : 
| . -. RT | 
| to thar heauenly feaſting,whic 


tare I much rendring, dot en- 


|happie life may bee attained; 
which I concemet » be only by 


2 more plentiful{ feeding vpon. | 
[Chriſt by faith, Ic is without 
h — 


— PR—I_ — ——— 
— — DCU © a” 


"> 


(if they were wiſe) might bee | 
heir daily refreſhing: whoſe e- | 


devour to ſhew them, how:this 


. 


{ 
}- 


<. 
L 
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| "GleſſedeFate in this life. 


queſtion, thar all and every part 
of our ſpirituall life is in Chriſt, 
of whaſe fulneſſe we receine grace 
for grace: and this 15 as cleare, 


truly and principally {aid to be, 
our ſpirituall food, and belce- 
 ving tobe thetrue feeding vp-: 
on him. Which being ſo,it ne-] 


fſeldorneor weakely, we cannot} 
hauc much {pirituall ftrength: 


ken of, 
; Forche better vaderſtanding 
and practiſing whereof, this 1s 
foecially ro be con{idered, How 
every true beleever- may daily, 
 yea,oft in the day, by faith feed 
 vpon-Chriſt,rhatſo he may: re-| 
ceiue from him. all ſpiritual | 
nour:ſhment, ſor his refrcthing 


that we receiueno grace firſt or]. 
 laft from Chriit ,but by belee-| 
ving:in whichreſpe& Chriſt 1s 


 ceffarily followes, that feeding, | 


and otherwiſe fceding plentiful-| 
| 1y and ſoundly, wee ſhall befat,|. 
-and flouriſhing 1n grace, and fo 


 attainE-vntothe bletled life ſpo |. 
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| and; 
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| feed oft in 


the day cn 
Chrift. 
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L.S.-1 The way to 4 | 
and firengthening to every 
900d worke. | 
| This1sdonedy {ctting before 
| | VS.thoſe ſweet promiſes, which 
| God hath maderto vs, for the 
| rengthening of our faith ina] 
our nece([ities; and, ſo particu- 
-. {larly co apply them to our 
| {clues . Whcreby we may com- 
FE | fortably ajſure our ſclues, that| ' 
we ſhall entoythat which God| | 
{hath promiſed. herein wears 
| {firſt to get the true meaning of| | 
| | char whichis promiſed, if] 
4 Secondly, To ſec wee haue a 
good warrant, that this 1s pro: 
I | mifedro ys, that therevpon we 
| {may conclude,wethall certainly 
emoy that which God l1ati pro 
| miſcd ſeeing heistaichfull wha 
hath promiied. - 
Q EET E Bur ſeeing this 1s not well| 
c conceiyed by many, l wil make; | 


as ad _— 


_—_ — 
— 
7 
— 
| a 


| :tplaine by example. 1 Cor.1. 304 
| | 1 is{a!d : But of him are yee mm; 
I | | Chriſt Jeſus, who of God ts made 
| | vrr0v8 wiſedome, and rightcou|- 
| neſſe;. 
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| | - bleſſed eſtate i i this bfe. 
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T7 and ſanflification, and re- 
demption, In which 18 as much 
ſayd as may be conceived,or de- 
's fired; the meaning whereof 1s, 
that every true belcever, 1s by 
| Gods ſpirit madea living mem- 
| ber. of Chriſt leſus,from andin 
whom, hce is made by. God a 
true partaker of all ings need- 
| full co ſalvation:that whereas he | 
15 by nature fookſh,: -guikic, fil- 
thy, and in bondage, Now. in| 
| Chnſtheismadepatealy wie: 
| 
| righteous, holy, freed from al) 
| I1senenucs, and fo reltored-to 
full happinelſe,, This pronuſe. 
| of God being-clearely-vnder- 
| ſtood, muſt. now be a 
| particularly by cvery belcever | 
to himſelte,thus: Seging God | 
whois all-ſuſficient, and fairh- | 
| fall, -hath in his Word, which | 
is Truth ir ſelfe, promiſed theſe 
'greatbenefirs (in which all are | 
| 


— cc... Fa 


| 


EE C———_— OE >. en end PER ——_— CC. OE. cr 


N_ —- 
—— 0 ABS rene. 


| canganed )to eyery true belee-: 
I ver, $hiexetore ] who doe crucly 
| ng weakely, helecue in | j 
'Y _Chriſt, | | 
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[t ' Pray for 
| , fauh, 


| | | Nor 22fae, 
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© ow. 


Ghrift, may boldly atſure: my 
ſelte, chat all thele be mine,and 
cherefore | ſhall not wanc any 
thing needfull for my preſent | 
[comfart, or eternal] happineſle, 
Which whoſoever doth daily 
practiſe in this manner tomain- 
| taine, and increaſe his faith by 
application of ras, and all other 
of Gods'promuſes, he ſhall daily 
more-arid'mote enjoy in this 
lifethat biel ed cftate weſ Pams 
Of. © 
! - But for as much as'fanh_ 1s 
het gifrof God,and we cannor 
faxther- belceue” then wee bee 
drawne by Gods ſpirir;'t there: 
fore we rs 10yne ofter' and. 
fervent prayer, that God by mms 
|meanes -would mercaſe our 
faith, oreat et af oft 
This may ſee veaie to- hes! 
performed, bur'i vpon 'becter. 
trial}, ic wil not be found Ib 668 | 
| fie to doe it:effeQually; '{62be- 
 fides-our-owiy grear vnolatd- 
nclle: to Velteut, Latict mn 
Wit ot; 


——_ 


\. tits. Att. Sth. At. od 
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 bleſſedeſtatein thislife, | 9 | 
Momnngr:omnmager * gives ORNATE | 

of any dutic, wherein our'com-. | 
non Adverſary, will vie more| 


cunning, and diligence to hin- 
der vs, then in this: eircher by 
keeping vs from the worke, or | | 
beguiling vsin it = whereby it] | 
comes to palle, that very few 
|doe (to any good purpoſe) 
praiſe the ſame. 
| . Amongſt'mary lettes which | Tyo chicfe| 
| hinder the” faithfull ' praQiſe| letrs, 
|hereof, T'obſerue theſe two, 1n | 
|two divers ſorts of. belcevers. | 
| Theformier in thoſe, who not | 
| fufficientlyfeeling their wants, aka al 
kh ht 2; zing Chriſt, 


and*too much contented with 
their (eſtare, doe not fo prize | | 
Chriſt,and this bletjed eſtate in | | 
 him;as may moue them to take | 
| this paines, and therefore neuer | 
reach vnto thisgrowthiin grace,| ... -- 
whereyntothey might come, it bird 
the fault wete' (not! in” them-} 
{elues, The other Jet, isinthole| , Gy. 
| who highly prizing the ben fe) wortunes...! 
| and earneſtly labouring for it, } 


a” 
ws; -_ = « * 
ET ate 
Wi 


OO» Om ern 


are, bythe fepſe-oftheirowne| | 


ff? 
: 
' 
# 
1 
q 
if 
» 
\ 


T - k ; . | | if : p 6 yp - : 
2 ... jhave{ pent,, with itcle growth 


1 | God, of good cxample to. 0; 
chers, or tothe peace. of thor | 
= ' {owneſoules. Whereag on the} 
| {other ſide,they might hay at: | 


_— Je AGED EAA. IE ai 


; 


| 5 : 
on carthznamely, To retozce al: 
| (ayes inthe Lord, Cl 
] ' Fox the. acher.poore ſoules, | 
' Ofthe ſe- | a £2. & OT hea $f 

| onaler. | WR arg keptdoyne with the | 
—_— {ſenſe ofthezx owne ynworthi- | 
nelle, they arcto. know,thar all 
j IGods promiſes,arefreeand vn-| 

| deſexyed,ſo azno vnworrhincs | 
| ugÞ+co bingezthem ton: be- | 
| F--- lee- | 


10 | The way to 4 | 
Sn Freon” WR OE OR WOO Wren 


. 


tharthey cannot withany hope 


ling. 
Remoue of. ;- For the remooving of both 
the hrit ler. theſe letres, the Hrit tort are to. 
bcthinke. thewſelues, whar an 
yncomfortable account it wall 
| be,when God {hall call chem co 
_ {1t. ro ſee. hawanagy yeares they 


i 
8. 


4n grace, icher. tothe, glorie of 


| rained-vynro {ſuch a tweet hfe, as | 
LIE, AS] 
would haue beene a heauen vp: | 


—_— _ A. 


—_— acne. 


bleſſed eftate in thislife, | 11 


leeving: yea, rather they that 
haue the moſt ſenfe of their 
owneynworthinelle, hauc moſt 
incouragement to beleeue, for 
charvoice of C hriſt, Come wnto Mat,11.29, 
me all you that are weary and. hea- 
vie laden, and [ . will cafe. you, 
| ſerues not onely for our firit 
converſion, but in all our_di- 
{tr<fſes wharſoever,throughour 
the wholecourſe of our hte. OS 
| It anyeſcape both theſe lets, Satanwill 
and goe aboutthjs worke, then beguile; 
| Will Satan vſe all his skillto be- 
guile both forcs: ſuch as arc Somethat 
W they be= 
| weake and heauie. hearted, 1, | 
| loone diſcouraged, hee tempts |£ 
a1d periwades, they labour 1n | 
vainey, and doe not belecue, | 
| when indeed they doe, as ſhall 
| appeare, The other fort who | goers, 
| dre TOO \ellconceited,andlight | thar they 
| hearted, Satan laboursto pcr- 4 havermore. 
| [wade, that they have more | faiththen | 
| faich then indeed they hauc,and they baug. 
that their caſe is þetter then in 
[Frath it 1s, 


a ha <a av — 
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Foure 

 |[markes of 
 Ifaith not. 
leenie!- 


; 


1 Griefe 
for want of 
faith. 4 


| labour for. 
| it, 


4 


2; Conſtant 


 |htm,which:cannort be without 


| 


The way to - | 


| Trſhall bee therefore the wiſe- 
| dome of all who will not be de 


\may the better doe, let them 


fotlow: whereby either /ort 
. may certainely 1udge of them- 
ſeJues. - 

Forſuch as-con{cionably en- 


| 


——s 


fuch manner as hath beene 
ſhewed, and yet finde no com- 


| 


leeue, 


( when-as indeed thy 


doc) theſe areto diſcerne their 


be chere,though itbe nor ſeene: 
namely, An vnfeagned grieje 
tor the wanteof faith, with an | 
| yncelJanr indeyour for che at-| 


rentefteeme of God ,and heartic 
affe&tion of vnfeigned loue to 


cciued,carcfully to examineand | 
OY . . 
try themſclues; which thatthey |* 


conſider of thefe markes that 


deyour.to nourihh their faith in 


raining of it. Againe, A revc-| 


fort, bur feare they doe-nor be- | 


| 
| 


. 


farch by ſuch fecrer operations, | 
| fas doe certainely ſhew faith to 


{ome former apprehenſion of 


Gods! 


h— 


tet Ah at 


_—_— 
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' bleſſed area this fe. ;- i 
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Gods loueto chem, which! 51n 
many, (though they ſee itnot).. | 
And laitly, A tender Conſci-.| 4.Atender | 
| ence, | fektg to d1jſpleaſc God, conſcience, | 
even in {maljler marrers,which, 
 ochers lictle regard, Whoſoever 
ſhall find theſe frujrs, (- which: 
cannot come bur from faith ); 
| may certainly know, that there 
18a roote of faxth grounded in 
their hearts, thovlg| they fee 1c] 
not, Bur ſuch as haue-no felling] No fruits, | 
of their faithz ' and ſee no ſuch} 20 faith, ©) 
effects in cheir lives, hauciuſt? 
caufe to thinke that hey haue:) 
no faith at all, | 

As for the other ſort who are Nores of 
roo well perſwaded of ithein- | trweand 
| ſelues, that chey finde comfort | © ap 
lin meditating on Gods promi- 
{es, whereas indecd they deceine 
| themſelues, and haue nor thar 
| faith chey imagine,as theirfruits 
doc ſhew. 

This may bee diſcerned by | 


theſe notes z 


| Firſt, Tris comfort is viual- ! x. bh OP 
| = 6 hardly got, l 


ao 
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2,Fearcof 


| deceit, 


3. Poore 
in ſpirir, 


| mourne,and 


lowly. 


| much prayer and labourazd it 
| is ofr a long time beforethis be 
\felr: : therefore they who vpon. 


| heir firit thoughts - on theſe 


promiſes, finde comforc that: 


| | be feared, cheir comfort | 1s not 


that © ey (lo highly valewing 


|rhis ſaving fairch, | 
[| Whereof if tacy ſhall be per- 


| of | 


{ 


The way ws | 


ly very hardly gotren , with 


| chey hauc-part1n them,may ſb, 
Fang miſtruſt, all is.noc nd, 


11] they ſhall ſec -fome better 
proofe thereof; which if they 


doe nor, but for all this will be 


confident, thatall 3s wellir 15 to 


found. | 

For ch11s 35 nods; propertie 
of that true comfort which | 
ſprings from-faith,efpecially in 
young and weake beleevers, 


the benefit, )are very fteareful of 
being deceived, and mult ſee 
.g00d eVIdence, þefore they will 
be perſwaded, that they haue 


ſwaded,yettherwithal is ioyned 
fach a feeling of the w cakenelſe 


— 


$ 


— 


| | ſickly. Bur ſuch as veing well 


bleſſed eſtate in this life, © 15 


of theirfaith,andſo of all grace, 
| as makes them poore in their 


| ſclues, and too flenderly of o- 
| thers, better then themſe]ues. | 


( 


owne eyes,& mourne for their 
wants, thinking lowly of them- 
ſchues, and more Iighly reve- 


| 
| 
| rencing the graces of God in 0- 


thers. Whercas they who be de- 
ceived, are as the Laodiceans, 
rich and wanting nothing, and 
ſo be merry,and too light hear- 
red, thinking too well of them- 


Another ſure marke of ſenſj- 
ble faith and comfort, 1s this, 
| Thatthey that have caſted ot it,} , xy 
can never be ſatisfhed, but ſtill oe 
hunger and labour for more:! formore. 
| none more diligently vic all 
' g00d meanesto grow In grace 
| then they : Even as the ſtrong 
and moſt healthfull bodie,doth 


feed bettcr then the weake and 
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em do _ra. 
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{atisfied with thatthey hauc, & 
tecle no hunyer, nor Jabour for 
more, 1t 15 evident their faith 
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| notto ſay, hee hath found com- 


6a. Av 


{thats caxelelſeof his converſa | 


| be weake, if not dead.  — | 


"a 
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and:comfortare not good, 
| Toproceed, and not to gather 
all that might be added herets, 
this ſhallſerueforall; Thar as 
like fire, like heate: fo hke faith, 
bke life, great or ſmall. So that 
wherethereis ſtrong faith,rhere! 
"muſt needs be great obedience, | 
and therefore wholoever hee be 


non, and barren inthe fruirs of | 


a holy life, his faith muſt needs | 


W herefore to conclude,] ad- 
viſe every one, who by theſe 
markes ſhall diſcerne himnſelfe 
to bee deceived, with fancieu| 
ſtead of faithzto goeabourthis 
worke more ſcrioully,andro lay 
a better foundation of faith,and 


fort, till he can bring good wit- 


(ro ſay no more)lament his fol- 
ly,when hee who ſeeing his er-| 


|rour, ſhall more carcfully and 
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nelle theteof. Which whoſoe-| 
| verſhalln egle@,ſhallin theend 
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" bleſſed eftate in this life. 


conſtantly put in praQtiſe this 
maine dutieofdaily feeding vp| 
on Chriſt, ſhall grow in grace, 
andattaine to that bleſſed life | 
here, whereof we ſpeake, 
beſides cternall life, 
the full reward 
of all his 


Jabours, 


() 


